THE BARBARIAN

issued equal laws for Roman and Goth, and bade the
intruder, if he must occupy part of the lands, at least
respect the goods and the person of his fellow-subject.
Jurisprudence and administration remained in native hands:
two annual consuls, one named by Theodoric, the other
by the Eastern monarch, presented an image of the ancient
state; and vhile agriculture and the arts revived in the
provinces, Rome herself celebrated the visits of a master
who provided for the wants of her people and preserved
with care the monuments of her former splendour. With
peace and plenty men's minds took hope, and the study
of letters revived. The last gleam of classical literature
gilds the reign of the barbarian.

By the consolidation of the two races under one wise
government, Italy might have been spared sis hundred
years of gloom and degradation. It was not so to be.
Theodoric was tolerant, but toleration was itself a crime
in the eyes of his orthodox subjects: the Arian Goths
were and remained strangers and enemies among the
Catholic Italians. Scarcely had the sceptre passed from
the hands of Theodoric to his unworthy offspring, vhen
Justinian, who had viewed with jealousy the greatness
of his nominal lieutenant, determined to assert his dor-
mant rights over Italy; its people welcomed Belisarius
as a deliverer, and in the struggle that followed the race
and name of the Ostrogoths perished for ever. Thus
again reunited in fact, as it had been all the while
united in name, to the Roman Empire, the peninsula
was divided into counties and dukedoms, and obeyed
the exarch of Ravenna, viceroy of the Byzantine court,
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it is doubtful whether any traces of longed to the fortress erected by
it remain, for the old foundations Gian Galeazzo Visconti in the
which we now see may have be- fourteenth century.